SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS 1:
REPRESENTATIVE ARCHITECTURAL STYLES IN BELMONT



Architectur al Styles in the ATown of HomesoO

Bel mont 6s historic resources pthatlsaeelbéena panor a
popular in this country over the past three centuries. Throughout the town there are both

vernacular and high style examples of a variety of architectural stylasy buildings blend
characteristics of two or more styles, reflecting both@uah of architectural forms and

alterations made by owners who sought to keep their hougesdape. Large numbers or

concentrations of a given style can reflect a period of great population growth or the

development of a certain area within a rekaltpshort time period.

Georgian 17201780

The Georgian style is the first architectural style to appear in the American soloime
Belmont, somewhat simplifiedersions of the style were used for the homes of gfesperous
residents, mostly farmers. The houses in this sgplieally display a fivebay facade with
center entrangceamassive center chimngwindows with many small panes, wide side
elevations and classicallgspired trim including entablaturescadoor surrounds The houses
can be capped by gable or pguroofs; elsewhere gambrel roofs were also used.
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Thomas Clark House, 59 Comm®treet(demolished)
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154 Mill Street 981 Concord Avenue

Federal 17801830

The Federal style is in many ways a refinement of the Georgian $tgleses almostlways
exhibitthe same fivébay fagade but tend to be more delicattheir massing and detailing. One
of the hallmarks of the style is the fanlight or fan over the center entrahesfront door is

often flanked by sidelights running halfway down tle®r. Larger panes of glass became more
affordable and readily availabie the late 18 centuryand thus windows typically display
doublehung sash with six panes of glass in each.

291 BrightonStreet
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490 Pleasant Street

160-162 Washingtoistreet
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Greek Revival 18301860

The development of the Greek Revival style reflects an increasing interest in classical buildings

and patriotic allusions to the democratic ideals of Ancient Greece. The style is based loosely on

the Greekemple front and columns in either the Doric, lonic or Corinthian order are a
prominent feature. The style was popul ari ze
manuals. In addition to pedimeffitonted dwellings, the influence of the Greek Revistyle is

seen on traditional, fiveay, center entrance hougbkatoften display pediment ends and

cornerboards. The Greek Revival had a lasting effect in American architecture through the
popularity of gablefront houses with siddihoffcenter) etrances.

The best example of the Greek Revival style in Belmont is undoubtedly the Samuel O. Mead
House constructed in 1836The templdike facade features four twstory fluted lonic columns
thatsupport a pedimented gable. The original owner wastn-law of Jeduthan Wellington,

and the house has been owned by descendants of the Wellington, Mead, and Underwood families
since its construction.

346 Concord Avenue
Credit: Images of America: Belmont

577 Belmont Street
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592 Pleasant Street

307 Pleasant Street
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Gothic Revival 18401870

The Gothic Revival style saw limited popularity residential constructiom Belmont.

Common hallmarks of the style include curvilinear wooden trim (bargeboards) made possible by
the invention of the scroll saw and steeply pitched gable roof slopes. Other typical features
included pointed arches, finials and label mold lintels over thelaws. Exterior sheathing

may include boar@ndbatten siding or wood siding, scored to simulate stone.

36 Sycamore Street 76 Common Street

386 Common Street
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[talianate 1850-1885

The Italianate stylevas in voguen the 1860s and 1870s and since this was a period of great
growth in Belmont, the style is well represented locally. The Italianate dwelling typically
displays lowpitched roofs with eaves decorated by large brackets. The arched and rectangular
window openings are often elongated on the first floor and commonly topped by bold entablature
lintels with heavy trim. Square porch posts display chamfered corners and are set on pedestals.
In addition to porches, bay windowaipolasand towersare often parof the design.

Constructed ca. 1850 tlunderwood Estatat 50 Common Street is a higlyle example of the
Italianate style It exhibits a Tshaped cross gable plan with the gentle pitched roofs decorated
by brackets with drop pendants and a ftaifed octagonal cupola. Other hallmarks of the style
include the smooth stucco finish and the arcaded porches.

50 Common Street

Elsewhere in town, the influence of the Italianate style is readily apparent in bracketed cornices,
bay windows and porches and chamfered porch posts.
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